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Ron Olson
Parks and Recreation Division
P.O. 30257
Lansing, MI 48909

Dear Ron:

I am forwarding a copy of this article written in April of 1925by a then, young PJ. Hoffmaster,
superintendent of Michigan State Parks, a relatively new institution at that time. This article
was found in the archives of a local business here in Grand Haven and given to me by a patron
recently for our history files. Very few of these types of articles and history have survived.

Being a longtime Hoffmaster buff, I found several of his comments in the article a timely
reminder regarding the purpose of state parks. In light of the recent comments by Russ Harding,
I think it serves us well to review the earlier intentions and philosophies that shaped the system
we have today. While outstanding natural features were considered important, this never was
Hoffmaster's driving force behind establishing Michigan's state park system. He is without
argument the father of our state park system, having begged to be given the job in 1922 and
working to establish 72 state parks prior to his promotion to Director in 1934. What inspired him
foremost and fueled his pursuit of park properties was his desire to provide recreational
opportunities to Michigan's citizens (close to home) in a time of urban expansion and cultural
change.

You may find other aspects of the article entertaining or enlightening. It was fascinating for
instance to know that he was an advocate for the use of native plants in early park design.

NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION
Keith J. Charters-Chair. Mary Brown. Bob Garner. Gerald Hall. John Madigan. Frank VVheatiake
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The Tourist Camp Site, Equipment and
Maintenance
By P. J. Hoffmaster

Superintendent of State Parks, Lansing, Mich.

TOURIST camps are to be classed with

parks. They are of the most rece~t and
. modern means for outdoor recreatIOn, It

is the automobile that has made the tourist
camp ground both possible and necessary, and
were it not for this form of transportation,
only a few people would be able to enjoy the
benefits offered by the many camp grounds.

Not always are the camps established to
care for the travelers at hand, but sometimes
to attract tourists, a class of travelers that
are judged to be prosperous and good spend-
ers. In other instances, natural feat,ures cause
certain streams of travel. Here the camp
grounds are established primarily to accom.
modate the tourists, rather than to attract
them, Since in the one instance the camp
site is established to attract the tourists, in-
cidentally giving them conveniences, and in
the other to give these travelers conveniences
because of their presence, different kinds of
development, equipment and conveniences are
provided.

The province of this article will not permit
the treatment of problems presented in the

-- - -- -

varied forms of camp sites. It will permit
only brief comment on problems ~hat the
author believes belong to the type of ~amps
established because of immediate need. But
before the discussion, let us compare-to pre-
clude confusion-the so-called tourist camp
site with the earlier created institution, the
state park.

State Par,ks Characterized

The numerous questions regarding state
parks, and requests for information on them,
are evidence that only a very small minority
of the property-holding people really know the
respective purposes of tourist camps and state
parks. Because of the very newness of these
things, there is no accepted statement defining
them, It then 'behooves the al1thor to quote no
person, but to take the definition from the wide
field of state park work and its possibilities.

The purpose of a state park should be at all
times the recreation and satisfaction of' the
people. The park should contain every possiblt"
opportunity for outdoor recreation. Other
satisfaction realized should come about not by

+r~{ /9,zs
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exploitation hut by preservation of natuLtl
features. These sites should be adequate in
size, so that. their picturesque features and
desirable outstanding qualities can be pre-
served and defined. The site should be large
enough to accommodate great numbers of
people and still be kept in its natural condi-
tion, not only for the sake of diversifled
recreational opportunities, but also for the pur-
pose of education, both scierttiflc and popular.
A state ,park should contain out-of-the-ordi-'
nary natural features, such as primeval for-
ests, unusual water privileges, or unique geo-
10gical formations. Such features will insure
the permanent use of the park by the public.
without depreciation of its original v:.llue.

The Essentials of a Tourist Camp Site

Tourist camp sites should also furnish out-
of-door recreational advantages. The other
features increase the value of a camp, but
their absence is not so signrficant. Accessibil-
ity by a main highway is a salient point. With
this, and with trees for shade, a site near a
city or town can be considered suitable for a
tourist camp, providing it is neither too hiliy
nor too swampy. The area of this type of
park may be from I to 20 acres, and it re-
quires a particular kind of development and
management.

The first essential is the preparation of a
plan. The grounds must be studied with re-
gard to service buildings, space for tents, pic-
nic grounds, ,fireplaces, water-supply, etc.
The layout having been decided upon, the
roads and footpaths must be built to conduce
to easy and effective management. The im-
portance of good management cannOl be tl.O
greatly emphasized. News of a wel! or a
poorly managed camp grouhd tr:lVels last anI
wide. and patronage and other results are pro-
portionately realized. Experience ha, pro\'«1
that the traveling public will put lip wiih
certain inconveniences if the grounc\s <wc\
buildings are kept clean and orderlv. Bit
where convenience and order are both abscnt.
and where the general surrounding-" are ill-
clined to filth and sloppiness, toleration givc~s
way to other feelings and the words "SUIY
away" are immediately broadcaste.1,

The Management

As in many other businesses, the questi0n
of management practically determines the suc-
cess or failure of the tourist camp site busi-
ness. Unless some means of management is
in sight, this business should not be startCi!,
for tourist camps do not run themselves. They

must receive some attention other than that of
the traveler.

Forms of management are quite as variable
as are the types of sites, but the majority of
camps are operated by some municipality. Be-
sides this, there are sites provided by certain
clubs-Rotary, Lions, Kiwanis, etc. Others
are provided and maintained by religious or-
ganizations. Commercial clubs and boards of
commerce have made splendid accomplish-
ments in this work. In some localities, groups
of leading business men furnish the site and
equipment. In stilI other cases the tourist
camp grounds are provided on a cooperative
basis. To the writer this method is indeed
unique. Some individual, who is convinced
of the need and value of a local camp ground,
\ViIIacquire the site proper. Furniture, equip-
ment and developments are effected through
gifts of the different merchants and places of
business, while the camp is cared for by still
another party. The camp site that is operated
and maintained entirely by private means also
takes its place in the list.

Roads and Planting

Some of the sites selected for tourist camps
still contain the native trees, shrubs, and un-
dergrowth. One of the first steps of develop-
ment is to clear away brush, dead trees, for-
est litter and stumps. By all means fire haz-
ards should be removed; they should be
cleaned up, not alone to prevent fires and the
resultant damage, but also to eliminate catch-
all places for tin cans, papers, and refuse of
every variety.

But not all of the undergrov.:ch and so-caIled
brush (native shrubs) should be removed.
Often there are splendid varieties of shrubs
that will add much to the camp environment, if
properly utilized. By keeping groups of these
shrubs, the site can be naturally divided into
desired sections. By their use effective screen-
ing of buildings, roads, and various conditions
may be obtained; in fact, these often are the
very kind of shrubs that are taken from nl1r-
series and planted in parks. Since they are
native and already present, every effort should
be exercised to 'use as many of them as con-
ditions will permit.

Besides the highway to the site proper, there \

must also be service or interior roads. Such
roads frequently cause much dissatisfaction,
simply because they were not properly located
and built. It should not be implied that ex- .
pensive and elaborate roads are necessary.
This is not ordinarily true. But the trouble
usuall~ comes when a one-way traffic road is

.- - - -
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built where there should be a two-way road.
The converse will cause equally as much. con-
fusion.

When possible, one-way tr.affic roads should
be installed. Where such roads will serve, a
two-way traffic road should not be built, not
only because of the unnecessary expense, but
because the disposition of all traffic becomes
more difficult. By having all traffic move in
one direction, congestion and confusion will
be prevented. It will also be evident to travel-
ers where to enter and where to leave certain
areas. One-way drives also mean greater
safety to pedestrians, women and children in
crossing the road. They further mean trans-
portation through the camp grounds with the

CAMP SITE, TEA VERSE CITY
STATE PARK, MICHIGAN

least possible ttisturbance of
natural conditions - tree,;.

shrubs, knolls, ravines and
hillsides.

Every consideration should
be given the location 0 f
roads. The small area avail-
able does not offer much choice so far as scenic
beauty is concerned. But other factors that
must be considered are open places that must
be kept intact for tent sites; wooded areas
that furnish picnic grounds; also, smaller open
places to be used for tennis courts, horseshoe
pitching and hand-ball. All these points should
be established, and roads located accordingly.
Then there are the natural c<.!nditions-slopes,
hollows and ridges; the course that surface
water takes after showers, and numerous other
details peculiar to each site; these should all
be considered in the plan and in making the
roads.

On'>. the briefest statement need be made
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regarding road material. With few excep-
tions, this will be determined by what is avail-
able-gravel, crushed stone, cinders or other
material. Unless it is absolutely necessary,
concrete is not favored. Very loose or beach.
sand may require a hard-surface road. In
some cases just a native soil Or dirt road can
be built; whenever possible and practical, it Is
to be desired.

Water-Supply and Sewerage
Pure and fresh drinking water is an impor-

tant provision in the camp grounds. The
choicest kind of water, or the best way of
ftirnishing it, is through flowing wells. Where
these are impossible, running water, either

from mains of the municipality or
from an individual system, is to be
preferred. Both systems make
possible a distribution of water
throughout the park. Where the
water is furnished through well or
spring, care must be exercised .to
guard. against contamination by

SUNDAY MORNING BREAKFAST IN TRAVERSE CITY STATE PARK

pollution. This, of course, can be done by deep
driv~n wells and by proper disposition of sur-
face water and other wastes.

The camp grounds cannot be kept neat and
clean without sanitary conveniences in the
form of comfort stations, garbage and debris
cans, baskets and incinerators. Of these, the
most important are the comfort stations, or
the means of disposal of sewage. Therd are
many systems recommended for this task, but
for attendances of any size, no system can
surpass or equal the water-carrying system.
Such a system is made possible by a flowing
well, water from mains, or an individual sys-
tem:' When arrangements are made for any




